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terior of the car feel as much
®e a Kent coalmine as a car's
ockpit. The trim is far less
tiractive than the Escort's. For
the visual problems, though,
e ergonomics of the Jetta's
:asn (identical to the Golf's)
gre good.
The Jetta's steering wheel,
e same as that used in the
olf GTi, has a pleasant feel
nd rim size, and suggests that
ere’s a sporty heart lurking
genind the dull exterior (and
terior). The suggestion is
artly correct. The Jetta has a
e chassis, The ride is as
npressive as the handling, and
2 steering is sharp and re-
ponsive. The gearchange is
uick and positive, with a short,
cing car-like throw,
The single overhead cam
gine delivers adequate rather
an flashing performance. The
gures will tell you that it won't
n out of puff until 103mph,
d it can sprint to 60mph from
st in only 12.4sec.
The Orion 1.6 is a brisker car,
its more powerful engine
ogests. Ford claim a 111mph
P speed, with 0-60mph in
=sec. The Ford feels quicker
0, with noticeably better lugg-
2 ability from low revs.
sprightly the revised 1.6 CVH
2y be; silent it is not. Although
r test Orion was free of booms
nilke the Jetta), it partly
iself down be becoming
ordinately thrashy at high revs.
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Orion feels brisker than Jetta, and is better car for motorway runs
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At more than 4000rpm, the
Orion engine sounds harsh and
unhappy. For such a new engine
design - it goes back only to
1980 — the CVH is disappointing-
ly short of refinement. But at
least it's flexible and quick, and
a much leaner range of air-fuel
ratios - introduced as an
gconomy measure for '86 -
haven't hurt the driveability.

The Orion has a softer, more
compliant ride than the Escort
— helped by its greater weight
and rear overhang. But it lacks
the chassis control of the three-
box Volkswagen. The Jetta,
which rides the more firmly at
low speeds, enjoys closer con-
junction with the tarmac when
the road becomes difficult. Its
handling, predictably, is a bit
sharper than the Orion's. The
VW gearchange is sharper, too,
than the very light and rather
vague Orion shift, whose fifth
gear speed is also set too far
away from the basic H-pattern
and is slow to select. The
Orion’s clutch — which has been
lightened in the new car - also
lacks the feel and precision of
the Jetta's firmer, but still easy
to use, left pedal.

For pure driving pleasure it
nard to choose between the
Ford and the Volkswagen. The
Orion easily wins on perform-
ance, the Jetta wins on chassis
and transmission refinement
Inside the Orion may score
aesthetically — a handy tool for
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- Orion has same dash as Escort. Thick steering wheel is good to use
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- Jetta's dash looks ugly butergon

the car salesman —but the Jetta
is the most practical. Not only is
there more room in the front,
because of that extra &lbow
area, but there is substantially
more room, particularly knee-
room, in the rear. The Jetta also
nas a bigger boot. Mind you,
you'd have to be one of those
people who regularly double
iheir luggage allowance on
aeropianes, and who still reckon
iNeres no substitute for the
Victorian travelling trunk, to tax
the luggage capacity of the Ford.

You can add to the Orion’s
list of virtues, as you can with
the Escort, its optional anti-lock
brakes — a definite safety boon,
and one for which Ford deserve
to the roundly congratulated -
and its more attractive styling.

And the '86 QOrion has also
been given (again, as the Escort
has) a comprehensive spruce
up, and some worthwhile mech-
anical improvements. The Jetia,
though, is still a more capable
all-rounder than the Orion -
and s is an Escort or Golf.
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IMPROVING
THE ESCORT

BRITAIN'S BEST SELLING CAR, THE
FORD ESCORT, HAS JUST BEEN

REVAMPED, WITH A NEW NOSE
AND TAIL, AND IMPORTANT
MECHANICAL REVISIONS - LIKE
OPTIONAL ANTI-LOCK BRAKES
AND NEW LEAN BURN ENGINES.
THE ESCORT’S SISTER, THE ORION,
IS ALSO CHANGED|GAVIN GREEN
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